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Overview

DLUHC consultation, which closes on 2 

March, seeks views via 58 questions on:

• Updating the National Planning Policy 

Framework (version showing indicative 

changes for consultation)

• Proposed approach to preparing National 

Development Management Policies

• Policy to support levelling up

• How national planning policy is currently 

accessed by users



To be followed by…

A fuller review and update of the National 

Planning Policy Framework, subject to wider 

changes to the planning system, including the 

Levelling-up and Regeneration Bill 

(Royal Assent anticipated in Spring 2023)



Housing Needs

• Prospectus confirms use of Local Housing Need 

Assessments to inform plan housing targets (to take 

into account uplifts needed for regeneration / 

economic growth / infrastructure delivery)

• No changes to the Standard Method formula (2014-

based household projections) - clear that standard 

method is only advisory and not mandatory. 

• Commitment to review implications for the Standard 

Method from new household projections (based on 

2021 Census) - publication in 2024

• Re-stated aim of supporting provision for delivery of 

300,000 homes per annum in England



Constraints to achieving need

Local Character

• Planning guidance will provide greater detail on 

delivering new homes whilst taking account of 

important areas, assets or local characteristics that 

should be protected or respected

Green Belt

• LPA’s are not be required to review and alter Green 

Belt boundaries if this would be the only way in which 

they could meet their needs in full.

• Still ability for Green Belt boundaries to be changed if 

exceptional circumstances exist.



Indicative text in NPPF



Indicative 

text in 

NPPF



Managing housing supply

• Proposing to remove the requirement for LPA’s

with an up-to-date Local Plan, to demonstrate a 

rolling 5-year housing land supply

• Need to provide five-year housing land supply 

buffers would be removed

• Evidence of sufficient deliverable permissions 

could save LPAs from  application of ‘the 

presumption in favour of sustainable 

development’ 

• Authorities may also take past ‘over-delivery’ 

into account



Indicative text in NPPF



Housing need for specific groups

Older Persons Housing

• Amendments to Paragraph 63 - Within context of 

establishing need, require assessment of need for 

care homes, housing-with-care, and retirement 

housing (extra care).

• Launching a task force to explore how the choice of 

and access to housing options for older people can 

be improved

Affordable Housing

• NPPF to be modified to make clear that LPAs should 

give greater importance in planning for Social Rent 

homes



Tackling slow build out rates

• ‘Past irresponsible behaviour’ of applicants (i.e.

breaching control / non-delivery legal commitments) 

could be taken into account when deciding to validate 

or determine a planning application 

• Delivery will become a material consideration in 

planning applications with developers required to 

provide data on build out rates and sales, with data 

published on developers performing poorly

• A financial penalty is proposed for developers that are 

building out too slowly will be consulted on separately

• Increasing small sites for SME builders and sites for 

community-led developments



Environment & Climate Change

• Increasing protection for Ancient Woodland and 

fertile / high value farmland

• Protections to be introduced around Biodiversity Net 

Gain to stop gaming of the system e.g. removal of 

biodiversity prior to planning application submission

• Halt threat to wildlife of artificial grass installation

• Consideration being given to introducing carbon 

assessments during plan making & decisions

• Strategic Flood Risk Assessment guidance to be 

reviewed

• Review of Sustainable Drainage Systems



Plan making changes…

• New plan-making system to be introduced in late 

2024

• Under the existing system LPAs will have until 30 

June 2025 to submit their local plans for examination

• All plans submitted by 20 June 2025 to be adopted 

by 31 December 2026

• LPAs will be required to start work on new plans by, 

at the latest, 5 years after adoption of their previous 

plan, and to adopt that new plan within 30 months.

• LPAs that do not meet 2025 deadline, must prepare 

a new plan under the new system 



Plan making changes…

• Simplification of the tests of ‘soundness’ such 

that they are no longer required to be ‘justified’. 

• Introduction of a new requirement for Local Plan 

examinations to assess whether a plan’s 

proposed housing target meets local need, so 

far as possible, taking into account the NPPF, 

and need to be effective and deliverable

• LPAs will no longer be able to prepare 

supplementary planning documents (SPDs), 

existing SPDs will cease to have effect at the 

point at which LPAs have to have a new-style 

plan in place 



Duty to co-operate

• The Bill will remove the Duty to Co-

operate - it will remain in place until new 

provisions come into effect.

• To secure appropriate strategic planning 

engagement discussions, proposal to 

introduce an “alignment policy”

• Further consultation on what should 

constitute the alignment policy will be 

undertaken



National DM Policies

• Consultation expected in 2023

• Will cover planning considerations that apply 

regularly in England e.g. Conserving heritage, 

preventing inappropriate green belt 

development, addressing flood risk.

• Will build on the NPPF, but will also take into 

consideration Government priorities e.g. net 

zero policies, carbon reduction, housing in 

town centres and built up areas



Is there more?
• Supported for mansard roofs for upward extensions 

• The need for beauty and good design is reinforced

• Need for clear details of a scheme’s design and use of 

materials considered

• Improving energy efficiency of existing homes to be given 

significant weight whilst protecting amenity and heritage

• Need to reduce pollution and to respond to climate 

change e.g. overheating, surface water flooding, water 

scarcity recognised

• Recognise need to promote healthier lifestyles and 

reduce the need to travel 

• On shore wind turbine replacement and provision for new 

wind turbines to be made easier



Indicative text in NPPF



Any questions?


